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 Kenmore Soccer News 
Volume 10, Number 5           Kenmore/Tonawanda, New York                                June 2016 

Need New or Extra Socks? – We have a limited supply in stock at  $6/pair. Please e-mail Ken Voght at voght@msn.com with what you need—either Small, Medium or Large. 

Summer Camp Registration Last Call 
See page 2 

Congratulations to Indoor Champions 
Ambush 14 Girls win at Epic Center Express 16 Boys win at Sportsplex  

2016-2017 Registration Opens June 4th 

Kenmore Soccer Day at FC Buffalo match  on June 12th— see page 10 
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Trivia Question 

(answer on page 7) 
 

The Copa America begins shortly. Name the only two South American 
teams that have never won the competition. 

 

Bonus Question - what country has won it the most times? 

Summer Camp Expands 
Youth and Advanced Camps Offered 

New Venue—Camps Now at Edison Elementary School Fields 
 
 

Kenmore Soccer is pleased to be able to expand its popular summer camps by adding an Advanced Camp for players ages 13-17. The added camp is designed as a High School prep camp and will focus on skills and tactics required at that level of play.  The Advanced Camp will operate from 9:00am-Noon during  the week of July 11th—15th at Edison Elementary School. The cost is $65 for the week, and staff will include area col-lege coaches and players.  Our annual Youth Camp will also operate at Edison Elementary School, and will be from 9:00am-Noon during the week of June 27th—July 1st. The Youth Camp will focus on ages 7-13, and will include daily sessions on skill development, as well as our annual World Cup competition and closing pizza party on Friday.  Registration for both camps is now open through www.kenmoresoccer.com. When you log into your account, it will appear as a New Program available for your child. Both camps will also be listed in the Spring/Summer catalog for Ken-Ton School Continuing Education Program, and registration can be done through that office once the catalog is issued.  If there are any questions about our Summer Camps, please feel free to contact Opera-tions Manager Ken Voght at 837-1627, or voght@msn.com. 
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Ask, Tell, Dismiss 
It was just the opening night of the 2016 outdoor season, and one coach (from another area club) already ran afoul of the rules for proper behavior. His actions resulted in parents joining with the inappropriate ac-tions. We thought it might be a good idea to share the guidance the U.S. Soccer provides to referees on mat-ters such as this. The advice is meant to provide officials of all levels with guidance on the interpretation and application of the Laws of the Game and to create consistent guidelines and procedures for officials to follow in all affiliated competitions.  
 Ask, Tell, Dismiss 
 Sometimes during a game not all the critical activities occur on the field. The bench areas, or technical areas 
if they exist, can be the scene of irresponsible behavior that impacts what is happening on the field. In these 
cases, U.S. Soccer recommends that referees use the Ask, Tell, Dismiss approach when dealing with coaches 
or other team officials. Coaches cannot commit fouls or misconduct but they can engage in irresponsible be-
havior which endangers or undermines the referee’s ability to manage the game. 
 
 Most of the time, coaches behave appropriately, even in the face of their obvious passion and excitement 
about how their team is performing. However, when those actions become unacceptable, referees must be 
prepared to take the following actions: 
 
• First, when irresponsible behavior arises, the referee should ask the person to modify his or her behavior 
• Second, if the behavior does not return to an acceptable level, the referee should inform the person that 
their actions will not be tolerated and tell him or her to stop 
• Third, if the unacceptable conduct continues, the referee should take the final step in the process and dis-
miss the person from the field of play and its immediate surroundings (out of sight and sound). 
 
 In games using assistant referees and fourth officials, the Ask, Tell, Dismiss process requires coordination 
among all match officials. Only the referee has the authority to dismiss a team official and some referees 
want to be involved throughout the process while others rely almost exclusively on the bench-side assistant 
referee or fourth official to handle the initial steps. 
 
 Ask, Tell, Dismiss supports the powers and duties outlined in Law 5 that require the referee to take action 
against team officials who fail to conduct themselves in a responsible manner. Note, the term team official 
refers not only to coaches but to other nonplaying personnel on the bench or in the technical area. 
 The irresponsibility of a coach’s behavior has to be measured in terms of the extent to which it improperly 
interferes with the game on the field or with your ability to manage the game within the Law. The referee has 
the flexibility to decide what constitutes irresponsible behavior by team officials, some examples may include 
the use of offensive or insulting language or gestures, persistent questioning of decisions, kicking or throwing 
items, or refusing to remain near the bench or within the technical area. 
 

……..continued on page 4  
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……..continued from page 3  
Ask, Tell, Dismiss is intended to provide referees with a practical and flexible approach to resolve 
behavior issues with team officials. It is important to note that dismissing a coach or other team 
official does not require that each step of the process be followed. In cases where behavior is 
overly disruptive, blatant, or serious, the referee is always authorized to bypass any warning and 
immediately issue a dismissal. 
 
 If the dismissed person is the only responsible adult connected with a youth team (under 16), then the match must be terminated. Spectators (and that includes anyone other than a player, substitute, or team official) are not mentioned anywhere in the Laws of the Game and, conse-quently, you do not have any direct authority over them. The most you can do is work through the coaches if spectator behavior is a problem or, ultimately, to suspend or terminate the match. 

Kenmore Ambush U-15 Girls Finish 2nd at Akron Tournament 
 

Congratulations to the Ambush U-15 Girls for their performance in the Akron Tournament this past weekend.  The Ambush  played in the seven team U-15/16 Division, and opened play on Friday night with a hard fought 2-0 win over the Lockport Lightning, on a penalty kick goal by AJ Haase, and a goal by Brianna Zayatz with a hard shot to the lower right corner of the net. On Saturday, the Ambush faced an athletic Greece United team and fell 3-1 in a physical contest. Greece employed a high press and forced two turnovers that they converted into the margin of victory. That left the Am-bush needing a win in the Saturday afternoon contest in order to advance to the semifinal. They faced the KenTon Dynamo U-16 girls and ran away with a 5-0 win, in a match where KenTon was held without a shot and rarely had possession in the Kenmore end.  On Sunday, the Ambush found themselves once again facing Greece United, this time in a semi-final. Having played them earlier proved to be a benefit, as the Ambush increased their intensity and speed of play in order to counter the Greece press. Their efforts led to a 4-2 win, with goals by Tara-Ann Perrault, Christina Wende, Lauren Gwizdowski, and AJ Haase.  The final pitted the Ambush versus Vestal, a team that was undefeated and had surrendered only 1 goal in 4 games. Each team had only a few quality scoring opportunities in a hard fought con-test, but with about 16 minutes remaining, Vestal scored on a 20 yard shot from the side into the far upper corner, eerily reminiscent of a goal scored by Deux Montages against the Ambush in overtime of a tournament final in Ottawa last August. The final score of 1-0 left the Ambush short of their objective, but they gained valuable experience in playing zonal defense for the first time ever, and understanding the intensity and speed of play required to be successful at the U-15/16 level. 

Apparel Orders 
 We continue to offer on-line apparel ordering. Consolidated orders are placed with Inaria on the 1st and 15th of each month, so plan accordingly. 
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Sports Etiquette . . . For Parents 
by Mike Spence (Pueblo Chieftain)    We’ve all heard or read stories of parents brawling among themselves or with officials or coaches at youth league sporting events. The violence in those settings is an obvious sign of priorities mis-placed and common sense thrown out the window. While those incidents are rare, they all start with less than ideal behavior that builds up to something worse.   Youth sports are meant to teach the fundamentals of the sport, as well as sportsmanship and fair play to our youngsters — noble goals all. Yet, how can those lofty goals be achieved if the parents are not reinforcing the positive lessons with their own actions?   Ask just about any coach what the hardest part of their job is and a significant number of them will say dealing with parents. One local coach, who shall remain nameless, once quipped……“I found the perfect coaching job.” “Where?”  “At an orphanage.”  He was joking, of course, perhaps out of frustration.   Positive parental support can be a major boost to a team. Likewise, negativity on the part of par-ents, can be detrimental. What parents say before, during and after a game can make a huge dif-ference for their young athletes. Before the game, they should tell their children to try their hard-est and have fun. After the game, they should say two things. First, they should ask if they had fun. Then they should tell them that they really love watching them play the sport.  The bottom line is the youngster needs to enjoy what he or she is doing. If it’s not fun, they will go on to find something else to do that is fun.   Most experts say, if parents are going to cheer, they should: Cheer effort. Cheer trying hard. Cheer success.   A lot of problems with parents are caused by a lack of communication, Runyon Field Director Dave Dudley said. “We tell our coaches to really communicate with parents,” Dudley said. “If the parents know what to expect, it gets rid of a lot of problems.”  Many parental complaints stem their kids not getting to play as much as expected. “If they know beforehand what’s going to happen, it cuts out a lot of those problems,” Dudley said.   Some youth sports staff also have taken some steps to reduce problems. Some baseball field have seating behind the outfield wall, instead of behind home plate. That reduces potential problems between parents and umpires or parents and coaches.  Another rule is the batting order carryover. Some baseball league require teams to carry over the batting order from game to game. If, for example, the sixth batter in the lineup makes the final out in one game, the seventh batter in the lineup leads off the next game.  “We got complaints that coaches were always stacking their lineups, batting their (own) kids first,” Dudley said. “This rule helps the coaches out, even if they don’t know it.”   With 95 youth baseball teams, another 40 softball teams, as well as the high school spring and fall seasons, local fields are busy. “We’ve had a few incidents,” Dudley said. “But not that many.”    ……..continued on page 6 
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……..continued from page 5 Former major-league player and current St. Louis Cardinals manager Mike Matheny took time out to coach a youth baseball team upon his retirement from the sport.  His recommendation to parents? Don’t say anything during games. “I think if you ask most boys what they would want their parents to do during the game; they would say “nothing,” Matheny said in a letter to parents.  “Once again, this is all about the boys. I believe that a little league parent feels that they must participate with loud cheering and ‘Come on, let’s go, you can do it,’ which just adds more pressure to the kids,” Matheny wrote. “I will be putting plenty of pressure on these boys to play the game the right way with class, and respect, and they will put too much pressure on themselves and each other already. You as parents need to be the silent, constant, source of sup-port.”   Matheny told his parents they had two responsibilities. One was to get the players to the practices and games on time. The other?  “The thing that these boys need to hear is that you enjoyed watching them and you hope that they had fun,” Matheny said.  Most experts agree the secret to being a good sports parent is to be involved and conscientious, walking that fine line between being overly demanding or too nurturing.   Here are a few basic rules, courtesy of the National Sports Alliance:   Know and respect your coach. Most youth coaches are under-or unpaid. Many are volunteers who invest an enor-mous effort in your child’s athletic activities. Take time to talk to your coach and find out how you can help.  Listen to your child. Talk to your child about what happens at practice and at games, not just about the wins and losses. Carefully listen to what they say about their own performance or that of their teammates and coaches. If your player is upset about a bad game, help them figure out what went wrong. Help them find a better strategy for the next time.   Remember context. Everyone has off days, including your child and your child’s coach. One bad incident should not cloud your opinions for the rest of the season. Ask yourself if the event is an isolated occurrence. If so, move on and focus on the positive.   Encourage effort and reward hard work. One of the most valuable lessons that sports can teach our children is that hard work and team effort can bring great rewards. Good sports parents help their children see that a valiant effort can be just as important as winning.   Practice good sportsmanship in the stands. Speak positively about your team and your opponent’s team.  Don’t create divided loyalties. Disagreeing with coaching decisions in front of your child may make you think that you are sticking up for your player. Instead, it sends your child confusing messages as to who is in charge. That makes it much harder for your child to listen to the coach and be part of a team. If you have concerns, speak to the coach privately. Leave your child out of it.   Check your ego at the door. For many parents, winning seems to matter more than the process of becoming better athletes, enjoying physical activity and learning how to play as part of a team. You may thrive on competition, but remember that it’s your child who is playing, not you. Their accomplishments are just that — their own.   Rules for Parents  1. Cheer for the entire team.  2. Focus on the positive.  3. Show respect for the opposing team.  4. Let the coach lead the team how he or she sees fit.  5. Show up whenever possible.  6. Understand a child’s athletic abilities are not a reflection of good or bad parenting.  7. Respect referees.  8. Remember, the kids are always watching.  9. Do not live vicariously through your child.        10. Remember what is actually important at the end of the day. 
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 serving the area's best pizza, and supporting our  youth soccer teams 

   

 
 

 

2375 Elmwood Avenue  
in Kenmore 

Trivia Answer - from page 2 
  

Ecuador and Venezuela have never won the Copa America,  while Uruguay has won 15 of the 44 competitions. 
 

Submissions Anyone ???????????? 
We want this to be your newsletter. We also want you to be a part of the Club web site. So, we are looking for your ongoing input—articles, pictures, match highlights, team and player recognition, etc. Each team should consider having a designee that can channel  information to the Club for inclusion in the newsletter or web site.  

 Send your submissions to us at voght@msn.com. Pictures are welcome, but should be in a 
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No Coaching From Parents During Matches Helps Develop Creative Players 
by Mike Nicholson  

I strongly believe that in order to develop creative players of the future, something that England has been pretty 
dire at achieving over the past few decades, you need to give players the freedom to make their own decisions. 
 
Of course during training sessions you teach them how to make better decisions and players can then improve 
their decision-making through repetition over time, but during the game, I don’t shout instructions while the ball 
is rolling. Occasionally I might call out with some questions or instructions while there is a break in play, but I 
try my best to never do so while the ball is rolling. 
 
Some of the most creative players on the world stage today grew up playing street football. No adults making 
the rules. No rigid ‘if this happens then do this’ instructions. Just play. Trial and error. Improvisations. Messi, 
Aguero, Suarez … this list is long and compelling. 
 
Rene Muelensteen put it simply while he was in charge of youth development and the academy at Manchester 
United when he said “footballers cannot learn how to make their own decisions if they are used to receiving in-
struction from the touchline.” In an interview with the daily Telegraph Muelensteen said that at the Manchester 
United academy, parents are asked to sign a contract that says they will not shout out during coaching sessions, 
and that the Manchester United coaches do not shout instructions while the ball is rolling. 
 
I am glad to say that at academies this ‘no coaching from parents’ is standard practice these days, but in grass 
roots football in England we still have a culture in which parents and coaches shout out a stream of instructions 
while young players are trying to concentrate on the game, and that leads some to observe that grass roots 
youth football matches can appear to be like ‘Playstation for dads’ with the parents holding the controller and 
the kids running around according to instructions. 
So many England internationals from the past 30 years have grown to become more functional than creative, 
and the fact that I have to hark back to players like Hoddle and Gascoigne to remember truly creative, unpre-
dictable, England players is a concern for English football. This rigid, predicable footballer is a product of the 
coaching they received when they were young. Its great to see this changing in professional academies, but 
there are still far too many ‘touchline tigers’ pacing up and down next to youth football matches at grass roots 
level. 
 
So how can grass roots coaches help? As a youth coach you are of course aiming to be a positive influence on 
the young players in your care, but no matter how well you do as a coach the parents will usually and under-
standably be the most important influence on the young player. 
 
With that in mind I think it is so, so important that the lines of communication are constantly open between the 
coach and parents. I see parents as a part of our team. I think that to create the environment you want that 
you need to ensure it is communicated clearly to the parents. It is much easier to build a positive learning envi-
ronment for the players if the parents and coach work together, but sadly many coaches don’t feel that the 
coaching they deliver is any of the parents business. I am of the view that the opposite is true, and I regularly 
write to the parents of my players to keep them updated on what we are practicing, why, and how they can 
help if applicable. The no coaching rule is a part of that two-way communication. 
 

……..continued on page 9 
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……..continued from page 8 
 
Football is an emotive game, and often as a parent or a coach you will see an opportunity that the 
kids playing do not see, so keeping quiet can be really difficult for some. You might feel compelled 
to shout out to a player to adjust their position, or tell them to pass, shoot or whatever. The urge 
is understandable, I appreciate that, but the result of that action is that you short-circuit the play-
ers own decision-making in the short-term and it is more difficult for the coach to gauge deeper, 
longer-term learning. 
 
I have seen games where the coach is constantly screaming instructions at the kids who are trying 
to focus on the game, and on the other side of the pitch there are many parents shouting their 
own instructions. It is ridiculously confusing for the kids to receive multiple instructions from the 
adults, and most importantly, it can stop them from making their own decisions if they become 
used to receiving instructions form the coach or parents. 
 
Before the players in my team were even selected for the squad, I wrote to all parents with a mes-
sage that said if their child was selected, they would be expected to abide by the team rules which 
state that we do not allow parents to shout instructions from the sidelines. Once I had selected the 
players I wrote to the parents of the kids in question once again to say that their child had a place, 
but subject to the strict rule above. I believe it is that important to the long-term development of 
the players. I have only had to speak to one parent about shouting instructions from the side thus 
far right at the start, so I’d like to think that I have helped to create the right environment for the 
boys in my team to flourish. 
 
I of course whole-heartedly encourage the parents to shout encouragement, and praise, as that makes for an energized atmosphere, but as long as the calls don’t offer the boys instruction on what they should do. In that environment, I am happy that the boys have the freedom to make their own decisions based on what they have been learning in training. 

Kenmore Girls Excel at Alden 4v4 Tournament 
 

Various Kenmore Soccer girls teams participated in the recent Alden 4v4 Tournament. The Under 10 Talons played in their first ever tournament, and in keeping with the no scoring/no standings rules for that age group, they had fun and gained valuable experience in tournament play.   At the same time, the Under 15 and Under 18 Ambush teams split into four sub-teams, and com-peted in the Under 14, Under 16, and Under 18 groups. They finished with a combined record of 10-4-3. The U-14 group fell to Empire United 2-1 in the championship match after having defeated them 2-0 in round-robin play. They finished with 19 goals scored versus only 4 against. The Under 16 championship game saw the Ambush playing themselves in a split squad game. The Ambush “Royal” team defeated the Ambush “White” team 4-0, which was a reversal of a 7-5 victory by the “White” team during preliminary play. The Ambush team playing in the U-18 Division finished with a 2-1-1 record.  
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 Kenmore Soccer Club 

and 
FC Buffalo 
Continue  

Partnership 
 

Kenmore Soccer Club and FC Buffalo are pleased to continue their partnership for the  2016 season.  FC Buffalo is the highest level of soccer played in the Buffalo area, and is entering its sev-enth season as a member of the National Premier Soccer League. Playing against similar teams from the western Great Lakes area, FC Buffalo looks to build on its past successes, including the 2015 season which saw the club see its fifth player named to the league All-Star team in seven seasons. In 2013, the club set records for wins (8) and clean sheets (5), while earning FC Buffalo’s first ever playoff berth and beating longtime rivals Erie for the first time.  Some of our partnering activities include:  
 The FC Buffalo game versus FC Indiana at 2:00pm on Sunday June 12th will be “Kenmore Soccer Day”. Kenmore Soccer Club players will walk onto the field with FC Buffalo players during player introductions, will serve as ball boys/girls during the match, and will play a halftime game.   Tickets must be ordered through http://fcbtix2016.eventbrite.com/?aff=Kenmore.  
 FC Buffalo players will serve as guest instructors at both Kenmore Soccer  Summer Camps 

 the Regular Camp during the week of June 27th at the Edison Elemen-tary School fields for ages 7-13, and 
 the Advanced Camp during the week of July 11th at the Edison Elemen-tary School fields for ages 13-17.  We are excited to bring these opportunities to our players and families, and look forward to future activities that will help strengthen the ties between youth and professional soccer in our community.   
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Fund Raising 
 The Kenmore Soccer Club is able to conduct fund-raising, but each activity  needs to be approved by our Board of Directors. 
 If your team wants to conduct any fund-raising, just e-mail us at voght@msn.com with the details of what you propose, and the eventual use of the funds raised. We will get back to you promptly. 

Contacting Us 
 Web Site — www.kenmoresoccer.com E-Mail — voght@msn.com  Telephone — 716-837-1627 Mail — 57 Greenleaf Avenue, Tonawanda, New York 14150 

Kenmore Soccer Club Goals 
       To be the best club in our community 
       To recruit and retain the finest youth soccer coaches in Western New York 
       To continually evaluate and revise our coaching curriculum to insure that all of              our players are participating in practice sessions that are challenging, interesting,              and fun 
       To encourage our players to develop healthy and responsible goals of their own 
The Kenmore Soccer Club belongs to all of us, and we encourage you to bring your con-tributions and expertise to the club. If you have any suggestions or concerns, please speak to your child's coach or contact us directly at your convenience. 


